
COP 21 Paves the Way for a Better Earth Climate  

COP21 is in news nowadays. ‘COP’ stands for Conference of Parties. ‘Parties’ is a reference 
to the 196 signatories (now) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, or UNFCCC, as it is called. The Framework Convention came into force in 1994, 
two years after its text was finalised at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. 

Every year since 1994, the ‘parties’ to the UNFCCC have met at different venues at the end 
of the year to discuss a global agreement to cut emissions of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere, the main reason why average global temperatures have been rising. 

The Paris meeting was the 21st in that series, hence the name ‘COP-21’. It was held 
from 30th November to 11th December 2015.  

It was COP-3, in Kyoto, Japan, that gave rise to the Kyoto Protocol. Kyoto Protocol placed 
international obligations on the set of rich and industrialised countries to cut their greenhouse 
gas emissions by assigned amounts. 

The Kyoto Protocol, which came into effect only in 2005, has since run into trouble, with 
some countries, which were obliged to take emission cuts, having walked out of it. Though 
the Protocol continues on paper for the time being, the current negotiations at the COPs are 
about bringing in an agreement that will demand some kind of action from all countries, not 
just the rich and industrialised. The actions expected from the countries are supposed to be in 
accordance with their capabilities. 

An earlier attempt to forge such an agreement was made at COP-15 in Copenhagen in 
Denmark in 2009, but it failed spectacularly. After two years of further negotiations, the 
countries had decided that a global agreement on climate change must be delivered at the 
COP-21 in Paris in 2015. However, with fewer than 200 days to go for the Paris conference, 
deep differences persist on several issues, and the frantic pursuit of a compromise continues. 

COP 21 has delivered a major agreement on the action plan for saving the planet from the 
disastrous consequences of rising average global temperatures. 

On Saturday, 11th December 2105 evening - a new landmark deal was born with claps, cheers 
and tears. The deal was agreed by 195 nations. They will attempt to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions to a level that will limit the global average temperature to a rise "well below" 2C 
(3.6F) compared to pre-industrial levels - a level of warming deemed to be the point when 
dangerous climate change could threaten life on Earth. 

The major points of the COP 21 are given below:  

• No country or group had an outright victory on any of the contentious issues, and at the same time 
each of them had something to crow about.  

• Developed countries have been asked to take “economy wide absolute emission reduction targets” 
while developing countries have only been “encouraged” to “move over time” to do so. 

 



• Developed countries have to provide financial resources to help developing countries in dealing 
with climate change, including for adaptation measures. Developing countries have also been 
“encouraged” to provide climate finance, but on a voluntary basis. 

• On capacity building: Developed countries have been asked to provide support, financial and 
technological, for capacity building actions in developing countries. 

• Developed countries will provide US $ 100 billion every year from 2020. But they will not scale it up 
from the subsequent year as was being demanded by developing countries. The scaling up will 
happen only after 2025, and the higher amount will be decided later. 

• Allocation of financial resources has to be balanced between the mitigation and adaptation needs 
of developing countries 

• The agreement has come up with a compromise by mentioning both targets. Its objective is to 
keep global average temperatures to “well below” 2 degrees while “pursuing efforts” to keep it 
below 1.5. 
Intended nationally determined contributions, or INDCs 

• In the run up to the Paris conference, 186 countries submitted their INDCs, giving information 
about the climate actions they planned to take until 2025 or 2030. These would henceforth be 
called only NDCs. 

• Every country has been asked to communicate an NDC every five years. Next year’s climate 
change conference in Morocco will decide whether all countries should be submitting NDCs for the 
same timeframe. 

• Each NDC has to be progressively more ambitious than the previous one. 
• Countries which have submitted NDCs for the period up to 2025 would need to come up with a 

new NDC by 2020. Countries that have 2030 as their timeframe can update their NDCs by 2020 if 
they want to. 
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